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Doing more with Less

Introduction

The following is a digest of a presentation given by David Osborne (co-
author of “Reinventing Government”) to the Versaterm Future Directions
Advisory Committee on Feb 22, 2005 in Scottsdale AZ. It is based on his
most recent book, “The Price of Government” co-authored with Peter
Hutchinson and also draws on his prior book, “The Re-inventor's Fieldbook”.

The Growing Government Financial Crisis

Mr. Osborne's “core” point is that the fiscal crisis currently being experienced
to some greater or lesser degree by most levels of Government is actually a
permanent condition (for most of our lifetimes at least). In fact, he proposes
that the fiscal situation for all levels of Government is going to get a lot worse
in the next 5 to 15 years, and as the lowest level in the Government
hierarchy, local governments will be impacted sooner and more severely
than State and Federal levels through the wonders of down-loading, among
others.

The problem with this growing financial crisis is that it is cost driven rather
than revenue driven. We face a near “perfect storm” at the Federal and
State/Provincial levels of government triggered by growing health care costs
(>10% per year) and massive Pension and Social Security obligations as the
baby-boomers (71 million in the US and a comparable population proportion
in Canada borne between 1946 and 1960) reach retirement age and begin to
collect pensions (and consume more medical services as they age) in the
next 5 years or so. The impact of the baby-boom generation on the
distribution of available State and Local government budget dollars over time
(1972-2002) is illustrated by the graph below
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Note how the K-12 education portion drops as the boomers age out of the
school systems and then how health care costs begin to grow as they hit
their 40s and 50s. The share for health care costs will continue to grow as
the boomers age into retirement and beyond. Statistics show that most
people use over half of their lifetime “quota” of medical services in their
elderly years.
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Smarter Sizing starts with concentration on “core” functions; what do you absolutely have to do? Any organization and
any process over time collects many ancillary duties and assumed responsibilities for a variety of reasons and they
become part of that “base budget” that we may have to abandon. Some may just not have to be done at all; others should
be done by others (other agencies or even the private sector). It may involve consolidation of certain functions with other
agencies in various forms (e.g central shared dispatch). The focus has to be “doing the right work, in the right way, with
the right staff”. The best way to gain budget headroom is to eliminate responsibilities altogether. Get back to basics. Itis
the best way to be able to concentrate on and deliver to your “core” responsibilities. That critical review also includes
looking at the many staff members tied up with administrative support (non police) duties; many of these likely could be
done for less by other city departments or again, by the private sector. And, of course, we have to include using
automation products like Versadex here because they have often shown that administrative staff counts can be reduced
as a result of their use. In essence, you want to be able to focus on the “keeps”, not on the “cuts”.

An ever present and vital component of any strategy to “do more with less” is “measurement”. We not only have to identify
what core activities and functions that we need to do, but we also need to identify at least 3 measurements used to tell
how well we are doing the job and what doing it is costing in resources. These measurements then enable us to tackle the
next approach, “Smarter Spending”. If at all possible, you want to introduce a competitive aspect into how you acquire or
deliver services. Competition can be with other public agencies or with the private sector; it can even be with your existing
staff members. The British home office compares Chief Constables results between the 43 Constabularies in the UK, for
instance. The measurements will allow you to define how the deliverables will be measured and evaluated, can be the
basis for procurements and contracts and be used for injecting the competitive spirit (to deliver better results for less
money), even for measuring the effectiveness of the change actions that you have taken. Such measurements are
undoubtedly the most critical prerequisite to be developed.

Smarter Management starts with separating the functions that you do into policy, compliance and internal service
functions. You have more flexibility and choices managing internal service functions (such as personnel, fleet, dispatch,
etc.) than the front line primary services, so concentrate initially on that. Typically, your services are provided by an
internal monopoly, possibly by the City staff, under no pressure to be competitive, so, if you can't yet sub-contract them,
find a way to introduce competition. The mind-set of a monopoly must be corrected. If it can't be made competitive, then
force it to be customer oriented, evaluated by an appointed board of “customers” of the service who set the artificial prices
they can “charge” (thus essentially setting their budget “caps”), their salary and organizational adjustments, etc. If their
budgets are cut, have the overflow work done by an outside competitor (for comparable “competition”). One has to
change the mindset to a “customer and quality” view from the more common “I'm all right Jack” monopoly view. Setting
such service charges also make the service consumers (or “buyers”) sensitive to the cost of the services they may have
taken for granted. Being able to show such management improvement steps will also gain agency credibility when the
budget vice tightens even further in future years.

Smarter Leadership essentially recognizes that employees today are better educated than most managers were in the 50s
and 60s. Thus the bureaucratic and control based organizations and management style of that era is terribly frustrating to
the staff today and expensive too. Organizational processes should not first and foremost be designed to prevent
mistakes and fraud, as most bureaucratic processes in government do today, but rather to spend a small fraction of that
effort to audit and detect problems after the fact. Often, the bureaucratic controls for a transaction cost more than the
transaction is worth! Controls that prevent errors also introduce delays and overhead and remove responsibility and
accountability from line staff.

Management has to have the measurements in place (such as COMPSTAT, Citistat, etc.) to reward performance
(achieved results) not just good intentions. Clear and measurable objectives, rapid feedback, both positive and negative
and meaningful rewards and consequences are critical to making the transition to the 21* century accountability-based
management regime as often illustrated by Compstat use in New York City. David notes that most major private sector
companies began to face new competitive pressures in the 90s and most have made that shift already, so government
must follow. Businesses found that automated tools are vital to being able to apply such measurements on a daily basis.
The new Versadex Crime and Operational Analysis tools are specifically aimed at doing that.
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There are many other techniques to improve personnel leadership and management in the public sector where the bonus,
profit sharing and financial reward techniques used by the private sector can't be applied; these public sector alternatives
are described in Dr. Osborne's books and we encourage you to read them. But a key point he makes is that leadership
must first overcome the latent distrust that is so often found among public sector employees. Most employees recognize
the gross inefficiency of their processes and procedures but accept it as a consequence of having bureaucratic managers
who don't care. Without gaining their confidence and trust, your attempts to move your organization into the 21 century
will be frustrating and less than effective.

Versaterm hosts such presentations to our Advisory Committee in order to identify desired longer term directions for our
product release development efforts. In this instance, their guidance concluded that we must press ahead to provide
powerful tools to help our customers measure their performance, their achievement of identified goals and their resource
usage to equip them to “do more with less”. And they also concluded that the new Cognos Crime and Operational
Analysis tools being rolled out to US customers this year and Canadian customers next year are exactly the kind of tools
needed. Versaterm also subsequently sponsored Dr. Osborne to speak at the Major City Chiefs Conference in Sun Valley
Idaho in June. His talk there was also well received.
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